
October 13, 2008 

Politics of Fear 

 
Okay, we structure the blog now with the most recent post first. Apparently, it is 
blog law.  Other bloggers read it and they say it is the one thing that must be 
fixed. Okay, "fitzed it".  
 
As the economy "melts down" we are inundated with fearful images: Wall street 
wizards with the look of utter distress on their faces, staring in vague disbelief at 
a board full of abbreviations chained to numbers going negative.  Their minds 
unable to comprehend new images of hot cars and willing women fading from 
their dreams, replaced by the nightmares of overdue bills, losing their seat at the 
country club, and shopping at K-mart with 'those people' (Code for "us"). 
 
We get, if you listen to CNN, a constant undercurrent of music that loops 
endlessly after 3 bars, reminiscent of the low string section in the movie JAWS, 
just before the shark got a snack. In case the news is not bad enough, they want 
you wound up like an old watch, springs over-wound.  
 
Ironically, those repetitious news 'bits' are followed by advertisements for Cialis, 
Viagra and Mood modifying drugs.  Oh yeah, keep your priorities and other parts 
of your anatomy, straight as you can. (Message: "Things are really bad! But if 
you can still afford this here drug, life is good!")  
 
The airwaves, which are supposed to be public, only rented by broadcasters, 
used to be obligated to relay real information, pertinent to our lives. However, it 
has become yet another resource co-opted and used against us, as a vehicle by 
which to mindlessly drive consumerism.  Consumerism is driven by sexual 
images that do not relate to the product.  Therefore, Fear is drummed by the 
dogs of the media, while sexual innuendo calls the siren song. Consumer feels 
they are 'safer' if they can purchase that which makes them 'sexier'.  
 
Fear is a great marketing tool. People are 'herded' to both products and plans 
that have nothing to do with reality, their life and which are, on the face of them, 
untrue, unhealthy, unhelpful to what needs to be accomplished.  
 
The sexual imagery also 'distracts' from the overt fear imagery.  Alternating fear, 
sexual imagery, fear, sexual imagery, keeps the herd moving in the direction that 
best serves the system that is running us all, serving only a few.  
 
By the time the dust of history settles, only fragments of true history, scattered 
here and there, remain. And the herd has moved on and no one has time, nor 
interest to pursue those fragments.  Indian Country was created in one of those 
sustained social stampedes.   
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In that brilliant creation of Indian Country, all problems were solved: Land was 
stolen, but 'settlers needed it' so the Indians had to be pushed aside, no time for 
Justice nor to honor treaties. Contracts for Railroads and Gold were in the offing 
and we had no time for such foolishness! Indians, then, were just in the way.  
Nothing personal. 
 
There were lands to conquer, people to evict, resources to put into the control of 
a select few.  Resources, which, btw, belong now to all of us, are the exclusive 
wealth machines of a select few. They stole it from the Indians to give it to all of 
us (Our national resources).  But long ago, they stole it from us. We all have 
more in common with Indians and Indian Country if we but allow ourselves to see 
the similarities, rather than listen to the racist, divisive mantras of the powerful 
(who are only thinking of our best interests and we should never question their 
motives, intentions or acts). 
 
But in case you want to revisit the issues surrounding wrongs done to Indian 
People in Indian Country, and in case they want to stand up for themselves, we 
have 'trigger' terminology to make sure no one wants to look too closely. 
"Uprising, renegades, warpath," and the notion that if we allow Justice to occur in 
Indian Country, next thing you know, "they will be wanting it all back: All the cities 
(we built), our homes, (our women?) and all the resources (for which they never 
got paid).  We just can't afford that. Heck, we can barely afford gas! Indians just 
in the way. Indian Country? No time for that.  Thank Gawd that 'uprising' was 
short-lived! I was in fear of my scalp!) 
 
Ain't Fear great?  Look what you can get done! People put aside their values, 
their morals and even set aside any form of critical thinking when it came to what 
they were seeing of blatant injustice.  
 
In fact, if you did question the politics of Fear, you were labeled "Indian Lover" or 
worse. Your peers sneered at you, rejected you, and you were isolated.  And to 
keep your 'free thinking' from infecting others, you were systematically 
discredited.  
 
Fear, part 3 is this:  People are afraid to even think about things that displease 
those in authority.  It becomes a 'blind faith' operation of the worst kind.  You 
could not even, regardless of the process or the outcome, question the process 
or the thinking behind it.  
 
You accepted that it must be 'for what's best'.  It wasn't. It was for the protection 
and enrichment of a select few. It was ours and they took it all.   
 
We were stampeded into World Wars.  Wars that could have been prevented if 
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people had not been so conditioned to follow the herd into stampeding over the 
edge of reason.  We pick out villains: Hitler comes to mind. Napoleon, Ivan the 
Terrible.   
 
All bad guys, without a doubt. But they would not have had the power to be bad 
guys had people, good people stood up and said "No". No to the fear, no to the 
bribes and NO to the wrong thinking. Armies of evil were built on people being 
unable to say "No." 
 
And wars are profitable. If they were not profitable, we would not have them. You 
and I are going broke paying for them, but look who's getting wealthier by the 
minute. Let's have two endless wars going at the same time.  Double down.  
 
Fear got us into Iraq.  People who maintain a voluntary level of ignorance still 
think that Iraq had anything to do with 9/11.  Iraq did not. Worse for us, Iran 
helped us AFTER 9/11 to locate and capture many of Al Qaeda.  So, now Iran is 
the enemy.  We need enemies.  
 
Enemies generate fear.  Fear leads to mindless social stampeding and herding. 
Resources are usurped, wealth is created, and wars are good for business. 
Besides, keep killing, maiming and damaging our men and women, and they will 
be too busy chasing their own nightmares to ever think about questioning how we 
got here in the first place, much less, what can we, must we do, to get out of this 
cycle.  Wars are great.  
 
If you are against war, why you are just plain "Unpatriotic".  Right up there with 
"Indian lover".  Wow, don't put me there, bro! Here! I'm wearing my flag pin. I'm 
one of you. Okay? Can I have my job now? Can I live in this neighborhood? Am I 
okay with you? I won't ask questions. Promise! 
 
The fearful tell us over and over again that we have been kept safe since 9/11.  
No, actually, we have not.  For one, 9/11 did not have to happen. It was 
avoidable. The real intelligence was shoved aside and ignored by the Bush 
Administration because they had a greater goal: Baghdad. Oil. But you could not 
stampede us into the heart of Baghdad without an event. Ignoring the warnings 
on Al Qaeda insured that an event would surely take place. And it did. 
 
So, yes, we are "safer" in that another attack has not taken place since 9/11.  
And the guy that created the event opening, promises to keep us safe from 
another attack and many want to call him a hero. You are unpatriotic if you think 
he is a criminal.  
 
But let's take a look at what we have been robbed of, on behalf of 'what's best for 
us'.  The cost of gas alone, robs families of more than $300/mo.  It shows up at 
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the pump, the cost of food, utilities, heating, medical, insurance.  Everything went 
up because of the cost of oil, alone! 
 
We have lost our Rights.  The Patriotic Act (love that name! How could anyone 
vote against it and not be labeled a "Terrorist!"? Wow, it is just perfect!). People 
who do not understand Habeas Corpus think they don't need it anyway. It is the 
foundation of our justice system kids. Without it, you can be taken away, kept in 
an undisclosed location, indefinitely. You can be accused of being someone you 
are not, and or of having done something you never did and you are not allowed 
to even know what it is you are being charged with.  Does that sound like a 'Free 
Country' to you? Anyone in a position of privilege and power can have you put 
away, for their own benefit or amusement and you can't do anything about it. Nor 
will your family even know where you are.  
 
Congress was stampeded into that one. Given it at the last minute, thousands of 
pages deep, voted on 10 minutes after it hit their desks. Everyone who's a 
patriot, raise your hand and say "Aye!". U-effing-nanimous! Gone. (Starting to get 
the idea of how it works in Indian Country? Seeing the similarities yet? Don't 
worry, you will!) 
 
Soldiers are dying in defective armor and the manufacture of that armor gets an 
even bigger contract to make up for the defective under woven kevlar.  Tax 
dollars pay for that party, and all the blood you can stomach.   
 
But you can't even think about questioning the process, the system, so corrupt it 
kills our soldiers in a war created by deliberate lies. Media doesn't want to risk 
FCC hassles over their license to rent our airwaves by actually investigating 
something of substance that goes to the heart of the machine that is consuming 
us all.  TV NEWS is there only to drive consumers to products. Not to inform.  
 
Recently, a journalist bemoaning the label of "gotcha journalism" which is the 
Republicans way of saying "We don't want to answer simple questions" finally, 
after the economic meltdown, delineated the series of events that never got 
serious or even any coverage, over the years, that led up to the markets crashing 
like badly stacked bottles when the earth shakes. He named each event, each 
regulation that got removed, laws passed that allowed more and more corruption 
to take hold.  Next to those events, he put the Big stories of that period, and the 
number of news cycles they rode during that time.  Know what our illustrious 
CNN, ABC, CBS and the rest of them were touting and spouting? Want to know 
what got coverage over and over again? Anna Nicole Smith, life and death, 
autopsy, Estate trial, Custody issues; Britney Spears, Britney without underpants, 
Britney shaving her head, Britney and her separation, divorce, custody, drug 
issues, breakdowns; Paris Hilton, where she went, what she wore, who she was 
with, how she drove without a license, got arrested, thrown in jail, released, re 
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arrested, broke down in jail, wrote a diary in jail, got released from Jail; next, her 
former BFF, Nicole Ritchey, too skinny, arrested, 20 minutes in jail, pregnant, 
Back to Britney: her sister, pregnant, gonna get married...  
 
And that is what they flooded the public airwaves with.  Whom did they serve? 
Behind that curtain of underage drinking, sex and stupidity, wave after wave of 
mindless 'celebrity driven' news cycles, we were being robbed of more than one 
trillion dollars.  
 
Oh, and the war in Afghanistan? In case you have not yet heard, the prez of 
Afghanistan, as well as General Gates, who is running operations in the Middle 
East, have been, for the past 8 months, negotiating with the Taliban to share 
power.   
 
Remember 9/11? I know. Who could forget! It was awful! It was Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban that did that to us. We have been fighting and dying over in that sand for 
years. Our standing with other nations over things like 'lying about WMD', torture, 
'rendition' (the kidnapping of civilians and putting them in countries that will 
torture them for us) as well as the tax dollars that could have built bridges, fixed 
roads, built schools, hospitals, invested in rehab, housing for the homeless, 
saved lives, went into that war (which we don't dare question because that would 
be unpatriotic.  Flag pin anyone?), that Taliban, that Afghanistan, now cutting 
deals to be friends again. 
 
Iran, after coming to our aid, being then called the enemy, clearly lined up in our 
sites as our next war (after all, peace is coming to Afghanistan as soon as they 
can get the Taliban back into the government), is labeled a 'terrorist' nation by 
our wise leaders.  Our leaders who have invested so much of our blood and 
treasures into the two ongoing wars in the Middle East, which remains so 
dangerous that any visit by any Head of State from the US or Britain, must sneak 
in, no announcement and wear body armor to protect life and limb.  However, 
when the prez from Iran comes for a visit, he is welcomed with a parade, and 
travels about in garb fitting the occasion, no armor necessary.  
 
What have we done? What have we allowed to be done in our fear and 
ignorance, that made this upside down world that is so dangerous for us now? 
Why are we still afraid to think? Still afraid to question? Still feel so threatened by 
anyone that does think, does question, that we don't feel we are safe among our 
peers unless we spout terms like: "terrorist", or "unAmerican", "Traitor" or other 
isolating term that keeps us from knowing the truth that we so ineloquently, 
consistently, hide from ourselves?  
 
At some point we have to stop mid-stampede and take a look at where we are 
and how we got here.  Tune out the barking dogs, ignore the distracts of sexual 
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imagery marketing products we don't need, can't afford and which are probably 
unhealthy for us anyway, and just think.  
 
Where are we? How did we get here? Why should I sign over another Trillion for 
those fat cats? Why is no one being investigated? Why is no one going to jail? 
Why is this just 'acceptable' as what we need to do to 'save our economy'?  Why 
don't we, instead, look at what we need to do to save our country?  
 
I know a great place to start. It holds the keys to fragments of history that once 
you see them, understand them, you can deal with them.  Then we can start to 
see how much we have in common.  How much we have lost, collectively, and 
figure out how to get off this road to oblivion and disgrace, and onto the road of 
Unity and Peace, first within our own communities. Second, in the world around 
us. 
 
Remember How It Started Here 

 
We must stop being stampeded by our fear. We must not ignore what is being 
done in our name:  Torture. Murder. Nation building, which is a euphemism for 
"stealing the resources of people who can't fight back".   
 
It's a pattern used time and time again, at home and abroad, to accomplish the 
same ultimate end: The wealthy get it all, the rest of us are not allowed to 
question, dare not to think too long, lest we hit that danger zone wherein we 
become the enemy and our peers shun us, and we are isolated and discredited 
while the machine rolls over indigenous people, who just got in the way.   
 
Fears Gone By 

 
Yes, it is bad.  As bad as in Gramma's day? Maybe. But better in some. We can 
watch the crash on TV (until the TV Station goes off the air; or the cable bill isn't 
paid, or some half-crazed cat burglar comes through and takes all our 
possessions to sell on Craig's List).  Today's fear is no different than the way fear 
was used to divide us, herd us, in the past. 
 
This time, it is all our money, and we must now borrow the money they are going 
to steal from us. 
 
We have to put this in perspective: It's the really rich who are scared.  They don't 
know how to survive on less than a million dollars.  They don't know how to be 
anything except extremely wealthy. They can't survive on just moderate wealth. 
They are not like us. They always say they are not like us or that we are not like 
them. Somehow, that is supposed to make them feel like they are superior.  I 
say, let them eat equality. Let them learn how to be 'like us', "of us" and "among 
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us".  
 
We can survive.  We are stronger for it. We should not 'co depend' their addiction 
to obscene wealth any longer. That is not helping them to grow in the ways they 
need to grow. We are hurting them by giving them a Trillion dollars.  
 
Almost everyone we know, can survive on very little. Because we have been 
surviving, essentially, on the scraps of this economy for decades now.  
 
We know what it is like to live in a really scary neighborhood.  We know what it is 
like to go hungry.  They don't.  They are really scared.  
 
So, in order to change the balance of fear, they do all they can, to project that 
fear on us.  All of us.  
 
Because they don't want us to think, only to react. That is how cattle and sheep 
are herded.  You send the dogs barking on one side, and the hooves all beat for 
the other direction, thinking they will be 'safer'.   
 
TV reporters, at this point, just barking dogs. They have no clue about the 
economy. They put 'experts' on to explain it to us. Somehow, watching Suze 
Orman on AC360, wearing a designer space suit, talking to me to explain what I 
need to do with my portfolio, which may or may not have any cash value at this 
point, really didn't hit any high notes with me.  I turned it off.  I don't have a 
portfolio.  I can barely get through a week without shaking down my furniture for 
spare change.  
 
The Balance of Fear must be maintained.  If the very wealthy are scared, they 
might lose control over us.  So they have to make sure we are as scared as they 
are.  To accomplish this, they show us the rich people who are scared.  Money 
men looking distressed.  
 
As if that Trillion we just gave them wasn't enough, and now, because they are 
afraid, we should be afraid? Hah! If a Trillion is not enough to make them feel 
better, then the thing is broke. Let it fall down and we build something else.  
 
Yeah, I know, "invaders" will come in and take over our country.  We need to 
stick together now and all give another Trillion to the billionaires.  Right. First off, 
no one invades a country with 300 million hungry, angry people in it, many of 
whom own guns.  That is not how a country is taken over. 
 
You don't invade and take over a country that you then have to feed and 
medicate.  Not in the 300 million range. Too awkward. Too time consuming.  
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No, you take over a country by making it borrow from you, and then you foreclose 
on everything that is theirs: Resources; timber, minerals, oil, uranium, precious 
metals, water and airwaves.   You then structure the collapse of the market by 
artificially driving up prices, de-regulating (which is code for 'removing the laws 
that protect the people') and then you pull everything out, just like a rug.  
 
Everything goes up in the air, everyone scrambles, and junk stocks land 
everywhere. Pretty amusing. But wait, it gets better. Threaten that if the 
TAXPAYERS don't give up a Trillion dollars, RIGHT NOW, things will get worse.  
I was amazed at how many congressmen actually voted for the Trillion debacle 
because Bush and Cheney, typical of how they got us into Iraq, threatened that 
far worse things could and would surely happen by the following Monday.  
"Markets could collapse and we will have to impose Martial Law" (which means, 
btw, no elections.  No new prez.).  
 
Martial Law? Are you kidding me? Are the stockbrokers going to riot in their shiny 
Italian shoes? Risk those silk suits on a messy door-to-door riot?  
 
Or is it us 'poor folk' who will go crazy because ... because.. I dunno.  Perhaps 
because we are mimicking the distress seen on the faces of wall street wizards 
that have lost their dreams, as the line plunges below the electronic kiosk and 
goes underground?  
 
I know. Stores won't have what we need.  Yeah, riot over that. Trust me, we will, 
all of us, somehow, get by.  And if the whole thing drops into the soup, so be it.  
Let the formerly very wealthy who are down to their last million worry about 
where their next million is coming from. We have all we can handle by worrying 
about next months rent, and we have gotten used to that.  
 
The poor will not riot.  The wealthy are too lazy to riot. So, martial law, I don't 
think so.  
 
The McCain campaign has been trying to capitalize on the fear being drummed 
up out there. People get scared, they get mean.  His 'rallies' have become lynch 
mobs, and he has fed on that as his Last Hurrah. He and his empty-headed 
Fembot sidekick, stir up race hatred (Shouts of "Terrorist!" and "Off with his 
head!" and "Kill Him!" to which Palin actually responded: "Bless your heart") and 
play on the fears of the deliberately undereducated, in a shameless fear 
mongering campaign that has led not Republicans to reject their Standard 
Bearer, admonish him in publications, and fear for their own futures as well as 
their own political futures, two different things.  Republicans have gone from 
being branded the upper class and educated segments, to the radical, hate-
mongering, under-educated NASCAR Beer guzzlers who had been buying into 
his falsely connecting and accusing Barrack Obama of 'paling around with 
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Terrorists' (nice to have a racist term you can fling around, isn't it?), to the point 
that they are ready to stampede, not only to vote, but to do violence to Obama, 
his family, or to any other person that resembles him in color or the false 
conception that he is also a Muslim and an Arab)  
 
These race baiting frenzies have reached a pitch that has disgraced our nation, 
and given pause to anyone that previously believed he was a man of honor, or 
that he put Country First.  Clearly, by whipping up the mobs, inciting the hatred of 
a man for his color, or for the false notions of him being either Arab or Muslim, 
also alienates more of the world who have among their number: People of color, 
Muslims and Arabs.  
 
McCain knows he is wrong. He knows he is losing. He does this shameless 
pandering for attention. An old pathetic man, unable to cope with the changes 
that are about to come to our nation.  A man of integrity, upon which, McCain has 
broken his own image or illusion of honor and permanently damaged the brand of 
Republican, Conservative, and in too many corners of the world, American. 
 
Oh yeah, now, after being warned that the violence to come will be laid at the feet 
of his campaign, he is trying, desperately, futilely, to turn it around and undo the 
harm, the lies, and the racist inflammatory rhetoric.   
 
And now, the mob that he and his Bimbo side-kick have whipped up into a frenzy 
of race hatred, fear of 'Terrorists", turns on him.  They boo him. He has lost the 
lunatic fringe. His side-kick, still wallowing in the rush of mob mentality, will not be 
stopped.  Her past is catching up to her. Her time in the light is over. Her lies 
coming out of those dark places where she and those amazing handlers of hers, 
who thought putting in an airhead who could memorize a statement for an hour 
and then completely forget the content, would put them in power for another four 
years, still want more.   
 
This thing won't end pretty. McCain has disgraced himself and now, he has 
nothing left.  His rantings are debunked, and his wild-eyed feasting on the mob 
anger, has left him empty and scared.   
 
The lunatics will find some event to vent at.  WWE, NASCAR, Dog fights, cock 
fights, all things they base their manhood on, and their Patriotism on, will be at 
hand.  
 
They won't change. They don!t have to. 
 
And those who read this blog and think that voting for a Black Man is the worst 
thing in the world, I want you to take a real good look at where the last White Man 
you voted for put you.  If you vote on race or color, you vote to destroy your 
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nation.  
 
If you vote to install the one person who has the education, the intelligence to 
lead us out of the worst downturn in our nations history, economically, in two 
ongoing wars, in an unsettled world where our standing has become a joke 
because of our own self-destructive stupidity; if you vote for the one person that 
can and will, work to restore our nation to respect in this world, you will vote for 
Barrack Obama.  
 
If you believe, wrongly, that we can bully other nations, invade and attack anyone 
that disagrees with us, and that somehow, shouting and stomping, race baiting 
and threatening is how we regain the respect of nations that have lost respect for 
us, then you are too broken to fix.  
 
And if you are willing to break this nation beyond repair with your ignorant race 
hatred, go ahead.  I can't stop you.  But don't call yourself a Patriot. Don't call 
yourself Right. You are neither.  
 
Better stock up on those flag pins.  It's how we identify the good ones. Right? 
 
Fear Not 

 
Maybe the economy submerging, maybe our being robbed outright, is what we 
have needed to be able to see ourselves in this light, more clearly. And to see 
those around us, more clearly.  
 
Maybe this is what we need, for people to come together.  People to work for the 
sake of all of us, and not for the sole purpose of propping up false idols of 
success, in this country that has allowed the shame of homelessness become 
common place. Let the wealthy fend for themselves and do not give them one 
more dime of my money. If I can live within my means, and must live within the 
scope of my financial genius, then so can they.  
 
It just might be incentive enough that instead of promoting and protecting the 
corrupt in high office, we might get a government that has our best interests at 
heart and practices real democracy.   
 
All that is happening now, and it is loud and scary, is the very powerful are losing 
their balance(s) and contemplating life without luxury.  And they are terrified.  
 
You and I, we will be just fine.  We already know how to get along.  And we know 
who our real friends are.  
 
For those who were always overly impressed with the trappings of ostentatious 
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wealth, you will need another god to worship.   
 
I am sure that those who have had the helm all this time, and who have been 
writing the rules that ruled out the common man, will find a way to cannibalize 
one another and survival of the fittest, smartest, and best among them will 
prevail.  We'll deal with that one later. The rest won't be missed.  
 
Next Blog: Arlo Looking Cloud. How Fear makes injustice possible.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat&


